






























































































MN ? ? Activity between c.3200-?2700 Be (and possibly earlier) 

EN 

Indeterminate: ? MN or MBA or LBAfEIA : 34; MBA or LBAfEIA : 21; LS-EM : 1 

Prehistoric: 

Flint: The material requiring spot-dating also included a small quantity of flint. It is fresh and un-patinated 
suggesting loss into a rapidly re-generating or quickly sealed environment. Most of the flakes are crude, small 
and mostly made from brown-grey glauconitic or other pebble flint, though the two from Context 221 are both 
probably made from black chalk-flint pebbles. Apart from the spokeshave from Context 161 there are no 
genuine blade-like flakes of Mesolithic type and no large Neolithic-type flakes. The preparation of the side-end 
scraper (Context 23) is crude, though the opposing-side preparation around the point of the borer (Context 115) 
is deliberate and considered. Overall, there is a general lack of the preparatory flakie scars associated with 
Mesolithic and Neolithic assemblages and, assunting this material is broadly contemporary, as the absence of 
patination could suggest, the borer and spokeshave may indicate the poorer technologies of the mid-later Bronze 
Age date, or even the LBAfEIA - but this needs confinnation. 

Pottery: The sherd evidence is ambiguous, with most examples heavily worn and small and virtually devoid of 
diagnostic manufacturing or formal characteristics, except in the broadest terms. As a result dating of the 

material and some associated contexts is difficult. For the latter - it has been assumed (for this record) that a 
context containing only flint-tempered material could be prehistoric �~� but since most sherds are very worn - this 

may not be so. For the fonner, the material is best grouped as follows: 

a. Potentially only datable to either the Early-Mid Neolithic, the MBA or the LBAfEIA transition: 

Evaluation contexts: 09/10,13, 17/18 

Excavation contexts: 040, 115, Ill, 113, 129, 145, 149/150, 161, 169/170, 175, 205, 229, 231, 

This is the largest group, represented by 34 sherds and scraps, and with manufacturing characteristics that could 
easily belong in any of the above periods but here particularly represented by fabric tendencies for coarse 
relatively open-spaced tempering with a tendency to cluster. In addition, the sherd from Context 040 may have 
coarse grog. as well as flint-tempering, and appears to have a 'squeezed' laminar structure to its fabric , noted 

among material of Middle Neolithic Peterborough-type from the region. The scraps from Context 229 contain 
coarse angular grog and sparse flint tempering. However both examples could occur in later EBA Urn or 
transitional EBAIMBA fabrics. The only formal elements are a rim from a simple-rimmed bowl (Comext 
149/150) - it could be from an Earlier Neolithic hemispherical bowl (although the fabric is not entirely 
convincing) and a potential simple neck and rim could be from a Peterborough-type bowl with possible traces of 
a single row of ovoid impressions internally, just below the rim (Context 129). Again, neither is entirely 
convincing and both could probably occur in the later periods indicated. Of all the li sted contexts only the 
sherds from Contexts 09/10, 13, 145 and at least the simple bowl rim from 149/150 are suffi ciently fresh to 
possibly suggest derivation from undisturbed contemporary deposits. 

b. Potentially datable to either the MBA or the LBAfEIA transition: 

Evaluation contexts: 15, 41 
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Excavation contexts: 01l/012, 0171018,052, 167,171,191,203,213,235, Area CI (E/) 

The 21 sherds in this group are less likely to date prior to c.1600 BC and have a tendency for fairly profuse 

coarse or fine flint tempering. Only the sherds from Context 15 could fairly convincingly stem from an MBA 

Deverel-Rimbury type bucket or barrel urn - but these are heavily eroded and could still be later. There is only 

one possible decorative element - the sherd from Context 41 may have traces of horizontal finger-nail 

decoration. In addition there are two knobular scraps possibly from broken off, thumb/finger-tip decorated, 

applied cordoned (Contexts 0111012, 191) - but again all these could occur later. Of these, the sherd from 

Context 235 is the only one fresh enough to suggest derivation from an undisturbed contemporary deposit. 

c. Potentially datable to the LBAfEIA transition : 

Excavation cOlllexts : 026, 056, 221 

Though 2 of the sherds in this group could occur in an MBA assemblage, there are specific characteristics 

suggesting an earlier first millennium BC date. The fabric and firing colour combination of the sherd from 

Context 221, the fine very profuse tempering of the fineware sherd from Comext 026 and the simple curving 

everted coarseware jar rim from Context 056 are more typical of LBNEIA-type material. Of these, only the 

sherd from 221 may stem from an undisturbed context. 

Summarising, there appears to be a complete absence of pottery dating after c.600 Be. Whilst some sherds 
could be later, ie. indigenous Late Iron Age, the absence of any 'Belgic' -style grogged wares and the very low 

count of Early Roman wares suggests that there was no, or very little, activity of mid-late first millennium BC 
date in the immediate area. The potential Earlier-Middle Neolithic and Middle Bronze Age elements are 

possible, but highly tentative, and require greater confirmation. The Late BranzefEarly Iran Age element is a 

reasonable likelihood, but if so, can only be dated broadly, c.900-600 Be. 

This is apparently followed by an approximate 700 year gap in activity 

Early Roman: 

Only three residual sherds represent this period, one each from Contexts OllI012, 030 and 213. They are highly 
worn and mostly small and their condition and quantity indicates that the excavated area was probably 

peripheral to any settlement area and that they are probably derived from agricultural manure scatters. 

This is apparently followed by an approximate 700-year gap in activity 

Mid-Late Saxon: 

The second main phase of activity. The identifications are definite - the subtly finer and denser sand content 

(than the normal range of Canterbury/Tyler Hill sandy ware fabrics) and traces of external burnishing on 

handmade vessels are typical of Canterbury-type Mid-Late Saxon sandy ware. Sherds were recorded from 

Trench 7 Context 43 (Evaluation) and Contexts 1691170, 191, 205 and 221(Excavation) of which, those from 

Contexts 1691170 and 191 may be from undisturbed contemporary deposits. The quantity of sherds, and their 

condition, suggests derivation from settlement-fringe contexts and represents a topographically useful addition 

to the sub-regional database for this period's settlement distribution. 

Late Saxon-Early Medieval: 

Represented by a single bodysherd from Context 167, with manufacturing characteristics that are typical of the 

Canterbury-type sandy ware industry but which, technically, cannot be dated any closer than indicated. In the 
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general absence of any obviously later eleventh-mid twelfth century AD material it might be reasonable to 

expect this sherd to be closer in time to the, relatively, more substantial evidence for Mid-Late Saxon occupation 
than any of potential Early Medieval date. Irrespective more evidence is required if this sherd can be used to 

make a claim for Late Saxon activity. 

Some slight settlement-fringe or agricultural activity during either the Late Saxon or Early Medieval 

periods, but no reliable indications 0 activity until c.1200 AD - a potential gap of approximately 350 years 

Medieval- Late Medieval: 

The third main phase of activity, represented by a moderate quantity of principally earlier-mid C I3 AD sherds, 

mostly cooking-pots but also including two glazed jug sherds. Their size, relatively low quantity and condition 

suggests they are derived from settlement-fringe activity associated with a farmstead or hamlet. Despite being 

recorded from II contexts, only those from Context 155 are fresh enough to suggest that they represent 

undisturbed discard in a broadly contemporary context. For the remainder. where they are not residual in later 
Post-Medieval contexts, their degree of wear indicates discard, exposure and weathering in open contexts, or 

backfilled inclusion into the same, a reasonable period of time after their likely manufacture and use. Overall, 
this indicates that the main phase of on-site activity was during the mid-late quarters of the thirteenth century 
(c.1225-1300 AD) with some activity probably continuing into the earlier fourteenth century. Thereafter, either 

the focu s of activity shifts or discard patterns change. Only a trickle of sherds represent the Late Medieval 

period, with fairly fresh moderate-sized sherds coming from Context 43 (Evaluation) and Contexts 006 and 

011/012 (Excavation) indicating a degree of renewed on-site activity or discard from nearby occupation. 

There are no further apparent indications of activity until the mid-later C17 AD, a potential gap of 

between approximately 100-150 years 

Post-Medieval 

This period is represented almost entirely by roof-tile fragments, freq uently fairly large and relatively unworn 

with only two small and worn sherds of mid-late sixteenth century pottery being recovered. Whilst some 

contexts may represent Post-Medieval features, the low ceramic count coupled with the predominant tile spread 
is more probably the bi-product of including in farmyard manure either roof renewal or rubble from the 

demolition of a nearby building. There is no Cl 8 AD or later pottery and the only obviously later elements are 

the C18-C19 c1aypipe stem from COlltext 211 and, probably, the roof-slate fragment from COlltext 119. If a little 
time is allowed for the usage and survival of the two PM sherds from Contexts 23 and 008 - the lack of later 

finds may indicate that the cause of the tile spread occurred at some point between the late seventeenth-early 

eighteenth centuries. 

NB : One flake of charcoal from COlltext 235 has been discarded - the associated ceramic material does 

not warrant retention for submission for C-14 assay. 

E. Recommendations: 

1. FUm: The flint should be properly assessed by a specialist. 

2. Tile: Tile fragments have been broadly dated. Nine samples have been retained in dated bags; the other 

fragments and brick scraps are recommended for discard. 

3. Pottery: None of the pottery is worth illustrating and no pottery report is recommended. 

4. One Roman sherd, from Context 01//012 , is from a small-diameter jar decorated with thumb-presses around 
the outer edge of its everted rim. Both the fabric and decoration are unusual (for this analyst), however any 

uncertainly in identification does not affect the overall site trends recorded. 

58 



1660 30m 

660 

659 

1658 30m 

~ 
3 

117 

117 

20 0 20 
I 

40 

I 

Metres 

60 
I 

Figure 1: Location of site of proposed development 1: 1500 

118 

118 

80 

I 
100 

I 

'" --00 

'" '" 3 

'" --00 

~ 
3 

N 

CD 

1660 30m 

660 

659 

1658 30m 



< , , 
; , 
c , 
J , 
? 

, 
! 

, 
! 

> 

'" 

/ 
\ ,-' 

~\\ 
,/"" ~ \\ 

, , , , , , , , , , 
\~ 

g 

: \ \ .' 
. r \ 
'- 1-.;.\ 

/~ 
! 

/'"'\ 

:' / 
\. / 

\ 

J 



, , 

=> 
3 W 

" => 
3 

g 

\ 

~,\ " ~\ 

;:< 
/c--~ 

···········N·.·····.·.· ···· 

•••••·• ••• ·.·.····.N.·.····· 

II?, 
" , ' , ' , ' , ' , ' 

" " \~ 
M 

" /~\ 
\,~-) 

-, 
'-- 1,/ 

» z 
@ Z. ., 

~ 
0;) !'C 
0 

" " c. ., 
~ 

\ 

) 

00 • • • • • 7' 
" '" 3:: c "" ." "" ." ." ." ." ." 

" 
:,- :,- :,- :,- :,- :,- :,- :,-

0 c. ., ., ., ., ., ., ., ., 
C. 0> ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

" " " " " " " " " :1 1;' 
;:S ;§ ;:S < <: = c. -

~ 

6/ -€&~ 3 ., 
" ~ 



Section 1 a (1 :20) 

SE NW 
~~ ______ .--______ ~ _______ ~ 27.12m OD 

7\ 

(23) (21) (19) 

[22] 

[20] 

Section 1 b (I :20) 

NW SE 
---,-______ ,---_ _ ---,--__ __,:-----------,-- 27.20m OD 

7\ 

(19) (21) (25) (23) 

[20] 
[22] 

[24] 

Section 2 (1:10) 

N S 
26.97mOD 

7\ 

(003) 

~[004] 

Figure 4: Sections 1 - 2; Scale 1 :20 and 1: 10 
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Figure 5: Sections 3 - 4; Scale I: 10 
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Figure 6: Sections 5 - 6; Scale 1: 10 
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Figure 7: Sections 7 - 9; Scale 1 :20 
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Figure 8: Sections 10 - 12; Scale 1:20 



Section 13 
S N 

27.01m OD 

7\ (032) 
(026) 

~[027] 

Section 14 

S N 26.96mOD 

l 7\ 
(015) 

Section IS 

NW SE 27.05m OD 

~~ ________ (0_06_) _______ ~ 

[007] / 

Figure 9: Sections 13 - IS; Scale 1:20 
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Figure 10: Sections 16 - 19; Scale 1: I 0 
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Figure 11: Sections 20 - 22; Scale 1: 1 0 
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Figure 12: Sections 23 - 25; Scale 1:10 
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Figure 13: Sections 26 - 29; Scale 1:10 
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Figure 14: Sections 30 - 32; Scale I: 1 0 
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Figure 15: Sections 33 - 34; Scale 1: 1 0 
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Figure 16: Sections 35 - 38; Scale 1:10 
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Figure 17: Sections 39 - 40; Scale 1 :10 
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Figure 18: Sections 41 - 42; Scale 1:10 



Section 43 

NNE SSW 
25.45m OD 

~ 
"' [152] 

7\ 

Section 44 
SW NE 

25.88m OD 

7\ 

(061) 

~[062] 

Figure 19: Sections 43 - 44; Scale I: 10 
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Figure 20: Sections 45 - 47; Scale 1:10 



Section 48 

N S 25.94m OD 

~_(_145_) ~ ......•... ~.~ 
[146] Overcut 

Section 49 

S N 
25.59m OD 

~ ... (139) -~ 

~~-~ 
"-[140] 

7\ 

Section 50 
N S 

25.54m OD 

~_(141)_~ = 7 
~[142] 

Figure 21: Sections 48 - 50; Scale I: 1 0 
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Figure 22: Sections 51 - 53; Scale 1: 10 
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Figure 23: Sections 54 - 55; Scale 1: 10 



Section 56 

SSE NNW 
26.20mOD 

(227) 7\ 

~[228l 

Section 57 

SSE NNW 

26.19m OD 

7\ 
(215) 

~[216l 

Section 58 

SE NW 

26.14m OD 

7\ 
(213) 

~[214l 

Figure 24: Sections 56 - 58; Scale 1:10 
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Figure 25: Sections 59 - 61; Scale 1:10 



Section 62 

w E 
25.45m OD 

'( (153) ;: 

"" [158] 

7\ 

Section 63 

N S 25.24m OD 

7\ C (159) -;;( 

- ""[160] 

Section 64 

S N 
25.43m OD 

" 7\ 
(157) 

~[158] 

Figure 26: Sections 62 - 64; Scale 1: 1 0 
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Figure 27: Sections 65 - 67; Scale 1:10 
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Figure 28: Sections 68 - 70; Scale 1: 1 0 
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Figure 29: Sections 71 -73; Scale 1:10 
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Figure 30: Sections 74 - 76; Scale 1: 1 0 
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Figure 31: Sections 77 - 79; Scale I: 1 0 
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Section 86 

N S 26.09m OD 

7\ - :;7 -

~ 7/ ~[240l (239) 

Section 87 

N S 
26.12m OD 

7\ 
/ 

(229) 
/' 

~[230l 

Section 88 
N S 25.88m OD 
._ ---------------,j 7\ 

(175) 

~[176l 
Figure 34: Sections 86 - 88; Scale 1: 10 
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Figure 35: Sections 89 - 91; Scale I: 1 0 
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Figure 36: Sections 92 - 93; Scale 1:10 
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Figure 37: Sections 94 - 95; Scale 1:10 
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Figure 38: Sections 96 - 98; Scale 1: 1 0 
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Figure 39: Sections 99 - 102; Scale I : I 0 



Section 103 Same as Plan 67 

Section 104 
N S 

25.24mOD 

7· 
~[160l 

7\ 

Section 105 
E W 

25.85m OD 

7\ 
(189) 

~[190l 

Section 106 

NW SE 25.88m OD 
------------, 7\ 

(209) 

~[210l 

Figure 40: Sections 103 - 106; Scale I: 10 


