















































































































































Excavation contexts : 011/012, 017/018, 052, 167, 171,191,203, 213, 235, Area CI (EI)

The 21 sherds in this group are less likely to date prior to c.1600 BC and have a tendency for fairly profuse
coarse or fine flint tempering. Only the sherds from Context 15 could fairly convincingly stem from an MBA
Deverel-Rimbury type bucket or barrel urn — but these are heavily eroded and could still be later. There is only
one possible decorative element — the sherd from Context 41 may have traces of horizontal finger-nail
decoration. In addition there are two knobular scraps possibly from broken off, thumb/finger-tip decorated,
applied cordoned (Contexts 011/012, 191) — but again all these could occur later. Of these, the sherd from
Context 235 is the only one fresh enough to suggest derivation from an undisturbed contemporary deposit.

c. Potentially datable to the LBA/EIA transition :
Excavation contexts : 026, 056, 221

Though 2 of the sherds in this group could occur in an MBA assemblage, there are specific characteristics
suggesting an earlier first millennium BC date. The fabric and firing colour combination of the sherd from
Context 221, the fine very profuse tempering of the fineware sherd from Context 026 and the simple curving
everted coarseware jar rim from Context 056 are more typical of LBA/EIA-type material. Of these, only the
sherd from 227 may stem from an undisturbed context.

Summarising, there appears to be a complete absence of pottery dating after ¢.600 BC. Whilst some sherds
could be later, ie. indigenous Late Iron Age, the absence of any ‘Belgic’-style grogged wares and the very low
count of Early Roman wares suggests that there was no, or very little, activity of mid-late first millennium BC
date in the immediate area. The potential Earlier-Middle Neolithic and Middle Bronze Age elements are
possible, but highly tentative, and require greater confirmation. The Late Bronze/Early Iron Age element is a
reasonable likelihood, but if so, can only be dated broadly, ¢.900-600 BC.

This is apparently followed by an approximate 700 year gap in activity
Early Roman :

Only three residual sherds represent this period, one each from Contexts 011/012, 030 and 213. They are highly
worn and mostly small and their condition and quantity indicates that the excavated area was probably
peripheral to any settlement area and that they are probably derived from agricultural manure scatters.

This is apparently followed by an approximate 700-year gap in activity
Mid-Late Saxon :

The second main phase of activity. The identifications are definite — the subtly finer and denser sand content
(than the normal range of Canterbury/Tyler Hill sandy ware fabrics) and traces of external burnishing on
handmade vessels are typical of Canterbury-type Mid-Late Saxon sandy ware. Sherds were recorded from
Trench 7 Context 43 (Evaluation) and Contexts 169/170, 191, 205 and 221(Excavation) of which, those from
Contexts 169/170 and 191 may be from undisturbed contemporary deposits. The quantity of sherds, and their
condition, suggests derivation from settlement-fringe contexts and represents a topographically useful addition
to the sub-regional database for this period’s settlement distribution.

Late Saxon-Early Medieval :

Represented by a single bodysherd from Context 167, with manufacturing characteristics that are typical of the
Canterbury-type sandy ware industry but which, technically, cannot be dated any closer than indicated. In the
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general absence of any obviously later eleventh-mid twelfth century AD material it might be reasonable to
expect this sherd to be closer in time to the, relatively, more substantial evidence for Mid-Late Saxon occupation
than any of potential Early Medieval date. Irrespective more evidence is required if this sherd can be used to
make a claim for Late Saxon activity.

Some slight settlement-fringe or agricultural activity during either the Late Saxon or Early Medieval
periods, but no reliable indications o activity until c.1200 AD - a potential gap of approximately 350 years

Medieval — Late Medieval :

The third main phase of activity, represented by a moderate quantity of principally earlier-mid C13 AD sherds,
mostly cooking-pots but also including two glazed jug sherds. Their size, relatively low quantity and condition
suggests they are derived from settlement-fringe activity associated with a farmstead or hamlet. Despite being
recorded from 11 contexts, only those from Context 155 are fresh enough to suggest that they represent
undisturbed discard in a broadly contemporary context. For the remainder, where they are not residual in later
Post-Medieval contexts, their degree of wear indicates discard, exposure and weathering in open contexts, or
backfilled inclusion into the same, a reasonable period of time after their likely manufacture and use. Overall,
this indicates that the main phase of on-site activity was during the mid-late quarters of the thirteenth century
(c.1225-1300 AD) with some activity probably continuing into the earlier fourteenth century. Thereafter, either
the focus of activity shifts or discard patterns change. Only a trickle of sherds represent the Late Medieval
period, with fairly fresh moderate-sized sherds coming from Context 43 (Evaluation) and Contexts 006 and
011/012 (Excavation) indicating a degree of renewed on-site activity or discard from nearby occupation.

There are no further apparent indications of activity until the mid-later C17 AD, a potential gap of
between approximately 100-150 years

Post-Medieval

This period is represented almost entirely by roof-tile fragments, frequently fairly large and relatively unworn
with only two small and worn sherds of mid-late sixteenth century pottery being recovered. Whilst some
contexts may represent Post-Medieval features, the low ceramic count coupled with the predominant tile spread
is more probably the bi-product of including in farmyard manure either roof renewal or rubble from the
demolition of a nearby building. There is no C18 AD or later pottery and the only obviously later elements are
the C18-C19 claypipe stem from Context 211 and, probably, the roof-slate fragment from Context 119. If a little
time is allowed for the usage and survival of the two PM sherds from Contexts 23 and 008 — the lack of later
finds may indicate that the cause of the tile spread occurred at some point between the late seventeenth-early
eighteenth centuries.

NB : One flake of charcoal from Confext 235 has been discarded — the associated ceramic material does
not warrant retention for submission for C-14 assay.

E. Recommendations :
1. Flint : The flint should be properly assessed by a specialist.

2. Tile : Tile fragments have been broadly dated. Nine samples have been retained in dated bags; the other
fragments and brick scraps are recommended for discard.

3. Pottery : None of the pottery is worth illustrating and no pottery report is recommended.

4. One Roman sherd, from Context 011/012, is from a small-diameter jar decorated with thumb-presses around
the outer edge of its everted rim. Both the fabric and decoration are unusual (for this analyst), however any
uncertainty in identification does not affect the overall site trends recorded.
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Figure 5: Sections 3 - 4; Scale 1:10
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Figure 11: Sections 20 - 22; Scale 1:10
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Figure 12: Sections 23 - 25; Scale 1:10
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Figure 13: Sections 26 - 29; Scale 1:10
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Figure 17: Sections 39 - 40; Scale 1:10
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Figure 19: Sections 43 - 44; Scale 1:10
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Figure 20: Sections 45 - 47; Scale 1:10
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Figure 22: Sections 51 - 53; Scale 1:10




Figure 23: Sections 54 - 55; Scale 1:10
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Figure 24: Sections 56 - 58; Scale 1:10
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Figure 25: Sections 59 - 61; Scale 1:10
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Figure 26: Sections 62 - 64; Scale 1:10
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Figure 27: Sections 65 - 67; Scale 1:10
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Figure 28: Sections 68 - 70; Scale 1:10
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Figure 29: Sections 71 - 73; Scale 1:10
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Figure 31: Sections 77 - 79; Scale 1:10




Section 77

S 26.04m OD
217) /\
\[21 8]
Section 78
N S
. 25.86m OD
- ] /\
(171) ‘
Section 79
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Figure 32: Sections 80 - 82; Scale 1:20 and 1:10
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Figure 33: Sections 83 - 85; Scale 1:10
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Figure 34: Sections 86 - 88; Scale 1:10
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Figure 36: Sections 92 - 93; Scale 1:10




Section 94

26.18m OD

7

Section 95
NW SE

25.73m OD

e — — o
I\

(113)

\ [114]

Figure 37: Sections 94 - 95; Scale 1:10
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Figure 38: Sections 96 - 98; Scale 1:10
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Section 102

NW
26.04m OD

\ [218]




Section 103 Same as Plan 67

Section 104

Figure 40: Sections 103 - 106; Scale 1:10




