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9.1
9.1.1

9.2
9.21

9.2.2

Potential of inorganic — Artefactual Remains in Samples

Generally these assemblages (table 21) are small and won’t provide any meaningful
information. In few cases they can assist with conclusion that the feature was a fire pit or

that there was a fire nearby.

Only sample <106> produced large enough quantities of magnetic fragments to consider a
particular activity they are related to. In this case the magnetic fragments are most likely
hammer scale indicating a single smiting activity. Sampled pit [2657] was isolated from
other discrete features but located in close vicinity to ditches of phase 2, 3 and 4. Another

two samples produced quantities suitable to conclude potential sharpening of the tool.

REVISED RESEARCH AIMS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ANALYSIS

Introduction

The Archaeological excavations at Rattle Road, Stone Cross, Pevensey have revealed
multiple phases of activity, predominantly of an agricultural nature, dating to the
Middle/Late Bronze Age, Late Iron Age/Early Romano-British, Anglo-Saxon, High and Late

Medieval periods, with minimal post-medieval activity.

Updated Project Design

In light of the potential of the results of the fieldwork to answer, not only the original
research aims, but other questions that were raised during the excavation, this section
provides revised research aims, and details of the further analyses recommended to

achieve them.

Original research aims were to establish the character, condition, date and significance of

archaeological features and deposits;

e Middle/Late Bronze Age agricultural and quarrying activity was evidenced by field
boundary ditches, a possible droveway, isolated postholes and quarry and waste

pits.
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e Similar Late Iron Age/Early Romano- British activity was demonstrated by field
boundary ditches, a rectilinear enclosure, an isolated posthole and quarry and

waste pits, while a possible road was also suggested.

e Evidence of Anglo-Saxon agricultural and quarrying activity comprised field

boundary ditches, a possible droveway, waste pits and a possible quarry pit.

e High Medieval agricultural activity was evidenced by field boundary ditches,
lynchets, possible droveways, a holloway, a possible stock- handling area, crop

dryer and isolated postholes.

e lLate Medieval agricultural activity was demonstrated by field boundary ditches, a
holloway and possible stock handling areas, one of which was cobbled, an
enclosure and isolated stake and postholes. Activity seems to decline during this

period.

e Evidence of post- medieval agricultural/quarrying activity is minimal comprising

four ditch fragments, two possible quarry pits, and ten waste pits.
9.2.3 Revised research aims will be to;

e Determine the associations of the various phases of agricultural activity with known
settlement sites and wider in the area, ‘placing’ the site in the landscape both
topographically and chronologically.

e An emphasize should be put on placing the Anglo Saxon features within the wider
landscape with reference to the Early Anglo Saxon cemetery found recently on the
opposite site of Rattle road.

e Collate the results of this investigation with ongoing CBAS investigation to the east
and more specifically the Roman road.

e |n particular, enquire into why activity on the site appears to decline later than other
sites in southern England during the 14" century.

e Determine the course of Romano British road in broader landscape and its potential
destination targets.

e Estimate the type of crop cultivated during each phase.

e Brief overview of the whole pottery assemblage, outlining its size, periods

represented and range of fabrics/forms.

177



9.24

9.3
9.3.1

9.3.2

To achieve revised research aims further analyses are required such as:

Research of the records of East Sussex Historic Environmental Records (ESHER) to

acquire information about archaeological sites located in vicinity of the PDA.

Research of the lidar data and aerial photographs for supporting evidence for the

course of the Roman road. Might also include research of historic maps.

Assessment of the results, particularly of phase 3 and 4 in context of information
recorded in 1081 in Domesday Book. These will provide information about the size

of nearest settlement, its land, population and resources.

Identification of the faunal remains recovered from dated samples.

Analyses of pottery assemblage, drawing selected fragments either to record
profile or decoration, restoration where possible, macro photography of pottery

fabrics, reconstruction of cross section where possible.

Attempting to date undated features using spatial relationships and typology.

Potentially up to six subsamples for radiocarbon dating could be extracted if

needed to confirm the chronology.

Proposed Publication

This report will be published in PDF A format for publication with OASIS.

The results of the fieldwork are of local and regional significance. It is therefore proposed

that these results, incorporating data from all stages up to that covered in this report (and

including a summary of geophysical and evaluation data), will be reported in the form of an

article in Sussex Archaeological Collections, comprising c¢. 10,000 words, up to 10

illustrations and 2-3 tables.
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9.4
9.4.1

9.4.2

Timetable and Task List

The following timetable has been prepared outlined the required time to bring the
publication to completion. This following includes the estimated time required for specialist
assessment, and work by SWAT Archaeology to collate the resulting data and prepare the

final documents.

Task No. | Description | Days | staff
Managment
1 | Project management I | SWAT Archaeology
Analysis
2 Phasing and startigraphy 4 SWAT Archaeology
3 Background research 2 SWAT Archaeology
Ceramic Analysis
5 Analysis of final site data 2 Luke Barber
6 Selection of material orillustrationand | 2 Luke Barber
catalogue
7 Report writing and comparison to other | 2 Luke Barber
sites
8 [llustration (up to 14 sherds) 4 SWAT Archaeology
Environmental Analysis
9 | Species identification, C14 6 +C14 | SWAT Archaeology
Report
10 Introduction and background 2 SWAT Archaeology
11 Collation and integration of report 2 SWAT Archaeology
12 Discussion 2 SWAT Archaeology
13 Illustrations 2 SWAT Archaeology
14 Bibliography/ footnotes 1 SWAT Archaeology
15 Edit draft report 2 SWAT Archaeology
Publication
16 Submission/liaison with journal editor 2 SWAT Archaeology
17 Journal charges £75 per | SWAT Archaeology
page
Archive
18 Archive preparation 1-2 SWAT Archaeology
19 Archive deposition 0.5 SWAT Archaeology

Table 25: Task list

It is therefore proposed that following final approval of this post-excavation assessment, a
final Full Report and publication draft will be submitted to the Archaeological Officer at East
Sussex County Council within 12 months following completion of post-excavation
assessment. Following approval of the final Full Report and publication draft, a final site
archive will be ordered in accordance with Guidelines for the preparation of excavation
archives for long-term storage (UKIC 1990). SWAT Archaeology will retain the site archive

until designated museum is capable of receipt and deposition in a suitable archive facility.
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9.4.3

9.5
9.5.1

10

10.1
10.1.1

10.1.2

11

1111

11.1.2

11.1.3

A landowner is required to transfer archive ownership rights to SWAT Archaeology and the

archive will be held at SWAT offices until suitable museum is able to take the files.

Client’s statement
Hereby, Persimmon Homes South-east is guaranteeing to secure necessary funding to cover
all expenses associated with post-excavation tasks listed above and with publication of the

site in Sussex Archaeological Collections.

ARCHIVE

General

The Site archive, which will include; paper records, photographic records, graphics and
digital data, will be prepared following nationally recommended guidelines (SMA 1995; CIfA
2009; Brown 2011; ADS 2013).

All archive elements will be marked with the site/accession code, and a full index will be
prepared. The physical archive comprises 1 file/document case of paper records & A4

graphics.
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Plates



‘a

Plate 36: Area 4.2: ditch G3333
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