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Trench 46 (Figure 3) 

5.4.46 Trench 46 was placed in central part of the site in NNE-SSW alignment and measured 

1.8metres in width, 25metres in length and 0.89metres in depth. It exposed natural geology 

context (4603) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with 

infrequent pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. Outcrops of natural chalk and patches of 

greensand from Thanet formation were noted here. No archaeological cuts, deposits or 

artefacts were revealed in this trench. 

Trench 47 (Figure 3) 

5.4.47 Trench 47 was placed in central part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.82metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (4703) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 

Trench 48 (Figure 3) 

5.4.48 Trench 48 was placed in northern part of the site in N-S alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.73metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (4203) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 

Trench 49 (Figure 3) 

5.4.49 Trench 49 was placed in central part of the site in NW-SE alignment and measured 1.8metres 

in width, 25metres in length and 0.76metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(4903) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were 

revealed in this trench. 

Trench 50 (Figure 3) 

5.4.50 Trench 50 was placed in central part of the site in NE-SW alignment and measured 1.8metres 

in width, 25metres in length and 0.8metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (5003) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 
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Trench 51 (Figure 3) 

5.4.51 Trench 51 was placed in central part of the site in N-S alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.77metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (5103) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 

Trench 52 (Figure 3) 

5.4.52 Trench 52 was placed in central part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.8metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (5203) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 

Trench 53 (Figure 3) 

5.4.53 Trench 53 was placed in central part of the site in N-S alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.74metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (5303) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 

Trench 54 (Figure 3) 

5.4.54 Trench 54 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.78metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (5403) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 

Trench 55 (Figure 3) 

5.4.55 Trench 55 was placed in northern part of the site in NW-SE alignment and measured 1.8metres 

in width, 25metres in length and 0.73metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(5503) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were 

revealed in this trench. 
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Trench 56 (Figure 3) 

5.4.56 Trench 56 was placed in northern part of the site in NE-SW alignment and measured 1.8metres 

in width, 25metres in length and 0.81metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(5603) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were 

revealed in this trench. 

Trench 58 (Figure 3) 

5.4.57 Trench 58 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.84metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (5803) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. Couple brighter silty patches were checked here but turn-out to 

be natural. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in this trench. 

Trench 60 (Figure 3) 

5.4.58 Trench 60 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.77metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (6003) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 

Trench 61 (Figure 3) 

5.4.59 Trench 61 was placed in northern part of the site in NW-SE alignment and measured 1.8metres 

in width, 25metres in length and 0.8metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (6103) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 

Trench 64 (Figure 3) 

5.4.60 Trench 64 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.79metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (6403) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 
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Trench 65 (Figure 3) 

5.4.61 Trench 65 was placed in northern part of the site in NNE-SSW alignment and measured 

1.8metres in width, 25metres in length and 0.76metres in depth. It exposed natural geology 

context (6503) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with 

infrequent pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts 

were revealed in this trench. 

Trench 66 (Figure 3) 

5.4.62 Trench 66 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 24.2metres in length and 0.75metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(6603) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. Couple suspected features were tested here but turn-

out to be natural. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in this trench. 

Trench 68 (Figure 3) 

5.4.63 Trench 68 was placed in northern part of the site in NW-SE alignment and measured 1.8metres 

in width, 25metres in length and 0.73metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(6803) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. Several suspected features were tested here but turn-

out to be geological outcrops of heavy clay. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were 

revealed in this trench. 

Trench 70 (Figure 3) 

5.4.64 Trench 70 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.81metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (7003) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 

Trench 72 (Figure 3) 

5.4.65 Trench 72 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.76metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (7203) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 
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Trench 73 (Figure 3) 

5.4.66 Trench 73 was placed in northern part of the site in NE-SW alignment and measured 1.8metres 

in width, 25metres in length and 0.74metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(7303) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. Trench has exposed modern made-up ground 

throughout its entire length. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in this 

trench. 

Trench 75 (Figure 3) 

5.4.67 Trench 75 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.77metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (7503) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. Couple suspected features were tested here but turn-out to be 

bioturbations. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in this trench. 

Trench 77 (Figure 3) 

5.4.68 Trench 77 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.76metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (7703) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in 

this trench. 

Trench 78 (Figure 3) 

5.4.69 Trench 78 was placed in northern part of the site in NE-SW alignment and measured 1.8metres 

in width, 25metres in length and 0.75metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(7803) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. A bright silt linear patch was tested here but turn-out to 

be natural. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in this trench. 

Trench 79 (Figure 3) 

5.4.70 Trench 79 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.76metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (7903) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. Single linear discolouration was tested here but turn-out to be 

animal burrow. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in this trench. 
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Trench 82 (Figure 3) 

5.4.71 Trench 82 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 11.50metres in length and 0.74metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(8203) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were 

revealed in this trench but several worked flint debitage pieces were found in sub-soil near the 

trench where deep ploughing groves were left open. 

Trench 83 (Figure 3) 

5.4.72 Trench 83 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 7.82metres in length and 0.72metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(8303) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were 

revealed in this trench. 

Trench 85 (Figure 3) 

5.4.73 Trench 85 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.71metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (8503) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. Several silty patches were tested here but turn-out to be 

bioturbations and geological outcrops of heavy clay. No archaeological cuts, deposits or 

artefacts were revealed in this trench. 

Trench 88 (Figure 3) 

5.4.74 Trench 88 was placed in northern part of the site in N-S alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.71metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (8803) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. Two linear discolourations were tested here, one turn out to be 

animal burrow and another modern service trench. No archaeological cuts, deposits or 

artefacts were revealed in this trench. 

Trench 89 (Figure 3) 

5.4.75 Trench 89 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 25metres in length and 0.72metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context (8903) 

comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent pebbles 

chalk flecks and tabular flints. Modern service trench and other modern intrusions were 

exposed here. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in this trench. 
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Trench 90 (Figure 3) 

5.4.76 Trench 90 was placed in northern part of the site in N-S alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 14.5metres in length and 0.74metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(9003) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were 

revealed in this trench. 

Trench 91 (Figure 3) 

5.4.77 Trench 91 was placed in northern part of the site in E-W alignment and measured 1.8metres in 

width, 13.5metres in length and 0.72metres in depth. It exposed natural geology context 

(9103) comprising firmly compacted yellow to orange-grey clay-sand-silt with infrequent 

pebbles chalk flecks and tabular flints. Modern made-up ground was exposed throughout 

nearly a half of this trench. No archaeological cuts, deposits or artefacts were revealed in this 

trench. 

5.4.78 The presence of worked lithics within the colluvial subsoil in north-western extent may also 

suggest that archaeological sites are present directly west and north of the proposed 

development area.  

6 FINDS 

6.1 Overview 

6.1.1 Archaeological finds retrieved during the course of evaluation comprised one medieval 

potsherd retrieved from upper part of colluvium in Trench 69 directly overlaying vast hollow. 

One LPM spindle whorl-like object and several worked flint pieces recovered from top-soil and 

subsoil mainly within north-western part of the site. 

6.1.2 All investigated features have not produced any finds apart from clearly modern ones. 

6.1.3 Full catalogue of retrieved artefacts is presented in the appendix.  

7 ENVIRONMENTAL 

7.1 Overview 

7.1.1 Single discrete feature [8605] revealed in Trench 86 contained charcoal-rich infill which was 

fully sampled and put through flotation. 

7.1.2 Analysed flot revealed charred material comprising charred wood fragments of identifiable 

sizes, roundwood fragments, several grains mostly in very poor condition and rhizomes. 
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7.1.3 The presence of cereal grains in analysed sample indicates agricultural occupation rather than 

industrial activity on site and within immediate area. 

8 DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION 

8.1 Introduction 

8.1.1 The archaeological evaluation (Phase 1 west) on land at New Haine Road, Ramsgate, Kent, has 

investigated the extents of the proposed development area using 91 trenches, each measuring 

between 12m and 26m in length. 

8.1.2 The investigation has confirmed the presence of undated field system in northern part of the 

site comprising sparsely distributed field gullies and ditches with infrequent discrete features. 

8.1.3 Two vast hollows were revealed in Trenches 2 and 69 and these appeared to be natural rather 

than chalk quarry pits. Also a larger-size although undated Pit was exposed in Trench 57.  

8.2 Discussion 

8.2.1 Sparsely distributed ditches and/or gullies were uncovered within northern extent of the site. 

The course of any of revealed linear features could not be traced throughout multiple 

evaluation trenches what indicates that revealed field system was rather short-lived 

comparing to well-established rectilinear fields investigated elsewhere across the County. 

8.2.2 There is no linear feature revealed during the course of evaluation which could be paired with 

geophysical results. Clearly magnetic anomalies are relating to geological formations although 

unperceivable in evaluation trenches despite extensive investigation of revealed geological 

formations. 

8.2.3 The natural horizon on site consisted of peri-glacial scarring which is very common feature for 

geologies in the local area. It’s believed that the area was covered by shallow chalky hills in 

very distant past but later the landscape sunk into superficial deposits which gradually over-

time were concealed by colluvium. 

8.2.4 Only one historic potsherd of medieval date was retried from upper part of colluvium filling-up 

a vast hollow revealed in Trench 69. 

8.2.5 Several pieces of worked flint were retrieved from top-soil and sub-soil, mainly in the north-

western extent around Trenches 66, 81 and 82. However gully revealed in Trench 81 has not 

produced anything thus suggesting that these lithics are residual in the area and in relation to 

investigated field system.  
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8.3 Conclusions 

8.3.1 The investigated field system could be of medieval date, what is indicated by a single potsherd 

captured in nearby depression (Trench 69). Lack of any earlier material and the presence of 

residual flintwork is leaning towards such a conclusion. Further limited strip map and sample 

investigation should provide some reliable dating material for these features. Alternatively 

charred material retrieved from Pit [8605] could be radiocarbon dated to act as supplementary 

dating evidence.  

8.3.2 The archaeological investigation has been successful in fulfilling the primary aims and 

objectives of the Specification and has assessed the archaeological potential of land intended 

for development. The results from this work will be used to aid and inform the Principal 

Archaeological Officer of any further archaeological mitigation measures that may be 

necessary in connection with any future development proposals. 

8.4 Recommendation 

8.4.1 Development proposals are likely to have an impact exceeding 1.5m in depth therefore a 

further strip map and sample programme is recommended to take place on site prior to the 

commencement of groundworks. 

8.4.2 The ultimate scope and extent of further mitigation measures will be communicated with 

Principal Archaeological Officer at Kent County Council separately in due course. 

9 ARCHIVE 

9.1 General 

9.1.1 The Site archive, which will include paper records, photographic records, graphics and digital 

data, will be prepared following nationally recommended guidelines (SMA 1995; CIfA 2009; 

Brown 2011; ADS 2013).  

9.1.2 All archive elements will be marked with the site/accession code, and a full index will be 

prepared. The physical archive comprises 1 file/document case of paper records and A4 

graphics. The Site Archive will be retained at SWAT Archaeology offices until such time it can 

be transferred to a Kent Museum. 
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Road, Ramsgate. 
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12 APPENDIX 1 – HER FORM 

Site Name: Land west of New Haine Road, Ramsgate, Kent 

SWAT Site Code: HNR-EV-22 

Site Address:  As above 

Summary. Swale & Thames Survey Company (SWAT Archaeology) were commissioned to undertake an 

archaeological evaluation on land west of New Haine Rd, Ramsgate, Kent. The archaeological 

programme was monitored by the Principal Archaeological Officer at Kent County Council.  

The archaeological works have investigated the extents of the proposed development area using 91 

trenches, each measuring between 12m and 26m in length.  

Archaeological evaluation has confirmed the presence of undated field system within northern part of 

the site. A vast hollow filled-up with colluvium was recorded in Trench 69 where upper part of infill 

produced medieval potsherd 1150-1275AD. A single and well disturbed by ploughing pit containing 

charred remains of roundwood and grains was exposed in Trench 86. Also undated large pit was exposed 

in Trench 57 

The archaeological evaluation has been successful in fulfilling the primary aims and objectives of the 

Specification and has assessed the archaeological potential of land intended for development. The 

results from this work will be used to aid and inform the Senior Archaeological Officer of any further 

archaeological mitigation measures that may be necessary in connection with any future development 

proposals which are likely to have an impact exceeding 1.5m in depth therefore a further strip map and 

sample programme is recommended to take place in northern extent of the site prior to the 

commencement of groundworks. 

The ultimate scope and extent of further mitigation measures will be communicated with Principal 

Archaeological Officer at Kent County Council separately in due course. 

Further mitigation is recommended 

District/Unitary: Thanet District Council 

Period(s): Late Prehistory, medieval, late post medieval, modern 

NGR (centre of site to eight figures) 636050 166995 

Type of Archaeological work: Archaeological Evaluation 

Date of recording: July-September 2022 

Unit undertaking recording: Swale and Thames Survey Company (SWAT Archaeology) 

Geology: Margate Chalk, superficial deposits of Head – Clay and Silt 
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Title and author of accompanying report: Peter Cichy (2022) Archaeological Evaluation of Land west of 

New Haine Road (Phase 1 west) 

Location of archive/finds: SWAT. Archaeology. Graveney Rd, Faversham, Kent ME13 8UP 

Contact at Unit: Paul Wilkinson                         

Date: 17/10/2022 
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PLATES 

Plate 1: Viewing the site from Southern end, looking north with two one-metre scales. 

 
 

 

Plate 2: Aerial view of southern part of the site, looking south. 
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Plate 3: Evaluation Trench 1, looking north with two one-metre scales. 

 

 

Plate 4: Vast hollow revealed in Trench 2. Looking north with two one-metre scales. 
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Plate 5: Trench 12 and modern Ditch [1205], looking north with one-metre scale. 

 

 

Plate 6: Showing sectioned Ditch [1205] in Trench 12. Looking east with one-metre scales. 
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Plate 7: Showing excavated Pit [5705] in Trench 57. Looking west with one-metre scales. 

 

Plate 8: Showing vast hollow 6905 revealed and excavated in Trench 69. Looking southwest with 3metres 
scale. 
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Plate 9: Showing excavated Gully [5905] in Trench 59. Looking west with one-metre scale. 

 

 

Plate 10: Ditch terminus [6206] revealed in Trench 62. Looking southwest with one-metre scale. 
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Plate 11: Showing section through Gully [7105]. Looking northeast with one-metre scale. 

 

Plate 12: Excavated feature in Trench 84. Looking east with one-metre scale. 



40 

 

 

Plate 13: Showing excavated Pit [8605] in Trench 86 

 

Plate 14: Gully [6705] in Trench 67. Looking east with one-metre scale. 














