6.6.5 Catalogue: Quantification and brief review of the worked lithics

Context ] Total lithics ‘ Total weight

Context: Information on the nature of the context if known.

Pottery: Date of any pottery present or the ceramic date of the context if known.

Notes: Elements and trends of initial interest.

Summary: | Dates and relationships to context.

Patinas: Mostly unpatinated or yellowy sheen, relationships unclear given the brickearth
geology.

Class/Type | Notes/Details ‘ Period ‘ Preference ‘ Re-using

Top surface west of Tr.13 \ 1 lithic | 62g

Context:

Pottery:

Notes:

Summary: | Little specific data.

Retouched Period Preference Re-using

End scraper <EIA

Lrgish fl, some post Y pat chips, broad dist end some dir abr ret forming uneven edge,
simple.

(105) [104] \ 8 lithics | 280 g

Context:

Pottery: Residual 1550-50 BC.

Notes: Small to medium sized thick flakes and angular fragments, nothing obviously early.
Overall fairly poor looking.

Summary: | Nothing need be early, all could be BA> and most likely MBA>EMIA+. There is the
potential for them to be a related group and associated with, or later than, the
residual pottery present. No associations are guaranteed however. The pottery is
residual and the flintworks relationships to each other and the context are unclear
due to the geology.

Waste Period Preference Re-using

Multiplatform flake core ?BA> MBA>EMIA+

| Medium, average quality at best, some nat facets

Core shatter ‘ ‘ ‘

| Med sized thick ang piece, some incip cones.
Flake ‘ ‘ ‘
‘ Chips and brks.

?Flake ‘ ‘ ‘
‘ Prob is, thick P, chips and brks.

Shatter ‘ ‘ ‘
‘ Chips and scars.

Retouched

Hollow scraper ?BA> ?MBA>EIA
Med sized thick fl, 1 shoulder a hollow of dir abr ret.

Scraper on shatter ‘ ‘ MBA>EMIA+

‘ Sm, thickish nr P, 1 short length dir abr ret and abras.
?Utilised
Shatter *MBA>EMIA+

| Sm. *If so.




(405) [404] 7 lithics | 69g
Context:
Pottery:
Notes: Mostly small.
Summary: | Majority not obviously early, 1 just possibly <EBA (N>EBA), rest could easily be
BA>/MBA>EMIA+, but little specific data and relationships unclear.
Waste Period Preference Re-using
Flake
2 shatter
Retouched
Hollow scraper ?+ knife ??<EBA
| Med sized, thinnish, reasonable, prx brk.
2 misc. ret. flakes
Utilised
Knife/scraper + hollow scraper
(802) 1 lithic | 10g
Context:
Pottery: Residual 1550-1150/50 BC.
Notes: Simple minimally worked piece.
Summary: | Little specific data, but just possibly MBA>EMIA+ and could be related or later than
the residual pottery present.
Retouched Period Preference Re-using
Hollow + end scraper ??MBA>EMIA+

Sm, 1 lat cortx, other concave with some dir shallow ret/util scars on upper half, inv
mostly abr ret across dist end, simple.

(1002) Tr.10 ] 11 lithics | 249¢g

Context:

Pottery: Worn 1550-50 BC/50 AD.

Notes: Mostly medium sized thick flakes and chunks, cortex generally minimally present.
Some simple/expedient tools. Nothing particularly quality, except for 1 ?PP long flake
showing RU.

Summary: | Some, potentially all, could be MBA>EMIA+, some of these more likely <EIA. Given
this date, there is potential for an association with the pottery present, presuming
the latter does not date too late, though no associations are guaranteed, given the
geology. 1 has re-used an earlier flake of possible N>EBA date.

Waste Period Preference Re-using

Core/shatter

2 flakes

‘ Chips.
Retouched
Hollow scraper ??MBA>EIA

Thick chunk with 2 adj broad shallow concave chipped areas on dist and 1 inv ret
hollow on 1 lat.

Side scraper

| MBASEMIA+ | ?<EIA | ?N>EBA

Sm area dir abr ret appears ‘fresh’/?unpat, RU of ?PP ?N>EBA fl who’s narrow
rectangular distal end is also trimmed by dir abr ret.

Hollow scraper ‘ MBA>EMIA+ ‘ P<EIA ‘
Sm flake with dist brk, 1 lat sm hollow inv ret.
Hollow scraper + naturally backed knife

Piercer




‘ Sm SQ thick triang sec, 1 pointed dist corner dir ret thinning sharp tip.

Utilised
Flake — knife
| Sm.
Flake — knife/side scraper MBA>EMIA+
| Thick chunk.
?Utilised
Flake — knife
| Sm brkn frag.
(1102) Tr.11 \ 8 lithics | 392g
Context:
Pottery: 1550 BC/25-75 AD and 1150/1175-1200 AD.
Notes: Poor looking overall. 1 largeish core, rest small to medium sized often thickish flakes.
Summary: | Most if not all could be MBA>EMIA+, residual given the pottery.
Waste Period Preference Re-using
Multiplatform flake core ?BA> MBA>EMIA+

\ Lrgish average quality flint, various fl scars and chipped edges.

?0Opposed platform core ‘ ‘ ‘

Sm cylindrical buff cortexdx piece, both ends brkn, with 1 face showing 3 apparent
long narrow removal scars, 2 from 1 plat. Overall appears like a sm narrow B core but
suspect.

Flake | | |

‘ Chips.

?Flake fragment ‘ ‘ ‘

| Sm dist ?fl frag.

Retouched

Side scraper MBA>EIA

\ Sm v thick fl, 1 lat short slightly concave length inv abr ret.

Side scraper \ | MBA>EMIA+

\ Thick nat backed L fl, sm area dir abr simple/poor ret oppos lat.

?Utilised

Flake — knife

Naturally backed flake

‘ Thick, mod ang lat

(1105) [1104] 8 lithics 163 g
Context:

Pottery:

Notes: Small flakes and 1 largish natural, latter possibly but not certainly used.

Summary: | Nothing obviously significantly early, save for 1 likely BK>EBA/?EBA, probably
residual. 1 neatly worked hollow + side scraper on a small flake, <EIA, could relate,
or be later. Some of the remainder, perhaps all of the rest, more likely MBA>EMIA+.
Relationship of the latter to each other and the context unclear, given the geology.

Waste Period Preference Re-using

Flake

Shatter

2 Flake fragments

?Shatter/core/natural

Retouched

Double side scraper <EBA BK>EBA/?EBA

‘ Sm, both upper lats show dir semi-abr ret along convex edges, stops at cortxd lower
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‘ lat, dist tip brkn.

Hollow + side scraper | <EIA | ??BASEIA ‘

Sm S thinnish fl, dist end a broad dir semi-abr neatly ret hollow, 1 short lat dir semi-
abr ret uneven edge, other lat cortx.

?Utilised
Natural — scraper *MBA>EMIA+
| Sm areas of chips and scars, inc a hollow. *If used.

(1201) \ 1 lithic | 158 g

Context:

Pottery:

Notes:

Summary: | Little specific data, possibly MBA>EMIA4, relationship to context unclear.

?Retouched Period Preference Re-using

?Core ?BA> ?MBA>EMIA+
Thick triang sec chunk, broad nat plat with sm fl scars struck from it around all
margins, some sm ?ret scars around the edge.

(1203) [1204] \ 3 lithics | 20g

Context:

Pottery:

Notes: Small. 1 flake with bifacially chipped edge (?chopper) re-using a flake with a an
?early/moderate stage blue-white patina, more likely MBA>EMIA+.

Summary: | 1/possibly 2 potentially MBA>EMIA+. Nothing need be earlier and all could be
related, though no associations guaranteed. Relationships to each other and the
context unclear, due to the geology.

Waste Period Preference Re-using
Flake
‘ Sm, chips
Retouched
?Chopper (RU) MBA>EMIA+ | E-M BW pat fl
Sm, 1 shallow angld lat shows bifac crude chipping along length which seems to
truncate E-M BW pat vent, oppos lat sm area dir fairly abr ret.
??Piercer \ | *MBA>EMIA+ |
Sm thin ?fl frag, chips, snap brks isolate a sharp point with chips and abras at tip. *If
intentional.
(1301) Tr.13 1 lithic | 8g
Context:
Pottery:
Notes:
Summary: | Likely MBA>EMIA, relationship to context unclear.
?Retouched + Utilised Period Preference Re-using
Scraper on natural MBA>EMIA+
‘ Sm ang nat.
(2005) [2004] Tr.2 1 lithic | 14¢g
Context:
Pottery:
Notes: Broken.
Summary: | Could date widely and be residual.
2Utilised ‘ Period ‘ Preference ‘ Re-using




Flake — naturally backed knife
Dist brk.

Totals 50 lithics | 1425g

6.6.6 Comments
All this material was composed of flint (as would be expected). Prominent amongst the
remnant cortexes were examples of dirty looking rough buff types. A few examples of thin
dark grey-black or greeny grey-black cortexes were also noted. Much of this was of average
quality at best, though some better quality material was also present.
It might be presumed that there was little if any flint raw material available in the brickearth
type deposits that formed the prime underlying geology on this site and perhaps also in the
immediate vicinity too. The nature of the raw material that was available locally is currently
unknown and, as part of any future work at this site, it would be useful if samples of the raw
material that does occur in the various geologies and any ancient subsoils present, could be
obtained and submitted alongside any further flintwork that is recovered. Given the likely
Later Prehistoric date of the majority of the flintwork present, it would be presumed that the
raw materials that were used during that time had been gathered as close to their place of use
as was possible.

7 ENVIRONMENTAL

7.1 Overview

7.1.1 No bulk soil samples were acquired during the course of evaluation.

8 DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION

8.1 Introduction

8.1.1 The archaeological evaluation (Phase 2E) on land at Wises Lane, Borden in Kent, has
investigated the extents of the proposed development area using 20 trenches each measuring
25m in length.

8.1.2 The investigation has confirmed the presence of archaeological remains in northern part of the
proposed development area.

8.2 Discussion

8.2.1 Archaeological investigation has exposed Late Prehistoric activity comprising 3 LBA/ EIA field

ditches and potential Holloway. Additionally Late medieval to Post medieval brick kiln was

exposed in north-eastern corner of the site. Several Late Post medieval to modern refuse pits



8.2.2

8.2.3

8.24

8.2.5

8.2.6

8.3
8.3.1

were investigated across the site. A vast colluvium deposits were also tested but no further

archaeological cuts were found underneath those layers.

Field ditch revealed in Trench 1 produced dating evidence in form of ceramics dated after
1550BC and potentially residual worked lithics was dated after 1550-50 BC. Another very
similar ditch exposed in Trench 2 remains undated and ditch exposed in Trench 12 produced 3

worked lithics dated broadly to the Middle Bronze Age to Early Mid Iron Age.

A potential Holloway in NE-SW alignment revealed in evaluation Trenches 4 and 11 produced
fairly contemporary dating evidence with discussed above field ditches. In trench 4 sub-soil
produced ceramics dated after 1550 BC and few lithics pieces dated broadly to Middle Bronze
Age to Early Mid Iron Age alongside one potentially residual piece of Early Bronze Age. Feature
revealed in Trench 11 produced lithics also broadly dated to Middle Bronze Age to Early Mid
Iron Age. A subsoil (1102) in that trench only produced Early Medieval potsherds dated after
1550 AD.

In general subsoil in trenches 8, 10, 12, 4 and 18 produced potsherds dated after 1550 BC with
slightly earlier material derived from Trench 12 which was dated after 1000/ 900 BC. Those
findings giving an overall impression of late prehistoric ‘noise’ in the background. Topsoil in
Trenches 10, 5 produced Post medieval and Late Post Medieval potsherds indicating ongoing

activity in the surrounding area during those periods.

The kiln exposed in evaluation trench had two levels. Lower level comprised stoke pit with
furnace tunnels and upper level contained roof of the fire chamber. It was deducted that such
a structure should contained perforated floor on which brick were laid to be fired however
there was no evidence for such element and only one central pillar was noted at northern end
of the chamber. Highly likely a collapsed perforated floor can be found within fire chamber

revealed at lower level.

The kiln was provisionally dated by comparing dimension with Standardized Brick Charter.

Compared brick sizes are closely matching late 15" Century.

Conclusion

The archaeological investigation has been successful in fulfilling the primary aims and
objectives of the Specification and has assessed the archaeological potential of land intended
for development. The results from this work will be used to aid and inform the Principal
Archaeological Officer of any further archaeological mitigation measures that may be

necessary in connection with any future development proposals.



8.4
8.4.1

8.4.2

8.4.3

9.1
9.11

9.1.2
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10.1.1

10.1.2

Recommendation

A development proposal comprises two rugby pitches to be developed on this site. South-
western halves of the proposed pitches are going to be reduced in bands as indicated on
Figure 3C. There is no impact within southern pitch and minimal impact within northern
formation. The archaeology expected to be affected by these proposals comprises section of a
Holloway exposed in evaluation Trench 4 and potentially there is a chance of an impact on

field ditch revealed in Trench 1 although its further run was not confirmed in Trench 11.

Post medieval brick kiln structure exposed in Trench 13 is going to be preserved in-situ.
Similarly field ditch exposed in Trench 12 is going to be preserved under 1-1.5m build up

ground.

With regards to the minimal impact on archaeological resource and sufficient level of
recording carried out during the course of archaeological investigation no further work is

proposed to take place on this site in relation to the proposed development.

ARCHIVE

General

The Site archive, which will include paper records, photographic records, graphics and digital
data, will be prepared following nationally recommended guidelines (SMA 1995; CIfA 2009;
Brown 2011; ADS 2013).

All archive elements will be marked with the site/accession code, and a full index will be
prepared. The physical archive comprises 1 file/document case of paper records and A4
graphics. The Site Archive will be retained at SWAT Archaeology offices until such time it can

be transferred to a Kent Museum.
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12 APPENDIX 1 — HER FORM

Site Name: land at Wises Lane, Borden in Kent (Rugby Club) Phase 2E
SWAT Site Code: WLS2E-EV-23

Site Address: As above

Summary. Swale & Thames Survey Company (SWAT Archaeology) were commissioned to undertake an
archaeological evaluation on land at Wises Lane, Borden in Kent. The archaeological programme was

monitored remotely by the Principal Archaeological Officer at Kent County Council.

The archaeological works have investigated the extents of the proposed development area using 20

trenches measuring 25m in length.

Archaeological investigation has exposed Late Prehistoric activity in northern part of the site comprising
3 LBA/ EIA field ditches and potential Holloway. Additionally Late medieval brick kiln was exposed in
north-eastern corner of the site. Several Late Post medieval to modern refuse pits were investigated
across the site. A vast colluvium deposits were also tested but no further archaeological cuts were found

underneath those layers.

The archaeological evaluation has been successful in fulfilling the primary aims and objectives of the
Specification and has assessed the archaeological potential of land intended for development. The
results from this work will be used to aid and inform the Senior Archaeological Officer of any further
archaeological mitigation measures that may be necessary in connection with any future development

proposals.

No further work is recommended for Phase 2E

District/Unitary: Swale Borough Council

Period(s): Late Bronze Age, Early to Late Iron Age, Late Medieval to Late Post Medieval and modern
NGR (centre of site to eight figures) NGR 588650 163350

Type of Archaeological work: Archaeological Evaluation

Date of recording: June-July 2023

Unit undertaking recording: Swale and Thames Survey Company (SWAT Archaeology)

Geology: Seaford Chalk Formation and Thanet Formation of Sand, Silt and Clay

Title and author of accompanying report: Peter Cichy (2023) Archaeological Evaluation of land at Wises
Lane, Borden in Kent (Rugby Club) Phase 2E

Location of archive/finds: SWAT. Archaeology. Graveney Rd, Faversham, Kent ME13 8UP

Contact at Unit: Paul Wilkinson

Date: 22/07/2023
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