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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In May 2023Dr Paul Wilkinson d8WAT Archaeologarried out a historic building recording
of 81 London Road, Maidstone Kent(Figures 1-9). The buildingsre presently unoccupied

andare about to undergadevelopment(Plates 162).

Following the planing applicatiorfor the development 081 London Roadnd before the
development of the site the County Archaeologist is requiring that a programrea 2

Building Recording be undertaken in advance of any site works.
1.2 Planning background

The site hasa planning application 23/500244/FULKor conversion ofmain (2/3storey)
building to 14(no) sel€ontained flats, including fenestration alterations; conversion of
outbuildings to 2(no) dwellings including fenestration alterations and alterations to roof of
existing storage building; and rearrangement of pagkarea and associated works.

The Conservation Officer Maidstone Borough Couteb advised that a programme of
building recording be undertaken in advance of any site development or diéonolorks

There isan approved application for the conversion (20/501315/FULL) for the conversion into
13No. residential flats, of a similar design. Within the Officers Report, the Conservation Officer
highlighted that LBC was required and that the submitted Heritage State(which has been
copied for this application) was insufficiefihe proposed application looks to convert the
existing main building and outbuildings into residential use. In principle this is considered
acceptable. There are some concerns over theqzeg internal works, which will be covered
within the LBC application. No information has been provided on the curtilage listed

outbuildings.
1.3 The building recording has beaonducted inone phase

Phase 1: Recording @luildings asexisting to Leve? (Plates 162).

1.3.1This survey wk and specification has beararried out in accordance with a Level 2
survey agletailed in the Historic Englar@i2 £ dzYS W! yRSNARGF YRAY 3 | A 402



G2 D22R wSO2NRAY 3 Chaiterélinstiu® for Abchagaloggtandargradd (i K S
Guidance for the Archaeological investigation and recording of standingirgsldor
structures (2017) and the KCC Historic Building Recording Requirements (undated and
attached as Appendik).

1.3.2In summary the work will consist of a basic descriptive report accompanied by digital

imagesand siteand buildingplans(Plates 162 & Figures-B).

1.3.3The reording of theseheritage assets hdsllowed theavailable professional standards

YR 3JdzZARIFYyOS &adzOK Fa GKS / KFENIGSNBR LyadAaiiddzis
most commonly referred to guidance is the Royal Commission of the Historical Monuments

2F 9y3Af L yR ow/l a90 & RDINIOG .YEAIISR MWHO2 NRM g/ dHc U &
NEGA&E&SR yR SELIYRSR o6& |1 A&40G2NAO 9y3ftlyR A
Buildingggl 3dzA RS G2 3I22R NBO2NRAY I LINDbuDévalshE Q 6 H n
building recording (see bal) that are frequently used in planning permission and listed

building consent conditions.

1.3.4Level 2is an analytical record, and will comprise an introductory description followed
by a systmatic account of the lildingsorigins, development and usacludingmeasured
plans The principal elements of the survey involved the creation of a record and description
of the historic fabric of théuildingstogether with an analysis ahinterpretation of the site

and historic developmenin summary the repa consiss of a Level 2descriptive repad of

the buildingsaccompanied by digital photographsd annotaed measuredplans

2.0 HISTORICAL/ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1 The development sitis located on thevest side of London Road and the south side of
Queens Road with The Maplesden Noakes School and the Maidstone Grammar School for
Girls about 500m to the east. Immediately across the road (London Road) to the east is the
Allington Baptist Church and to tleeuth Somerfield Terrace. The site itself started life as the
Seven Sisters Hotel, then Fanum Houseiambw called Medway Houg®IAP 17).



The KCCHER description of the building is from the English HelistggBuildings of Special
Architectural oHistoric Interes{SKE 16160

The following text is from the original listédildingdesignation:

LONDONROADL. 5278 (South West Side) No 81 TQ 75 NW 8/141 (Feous® 30.7.51. ||
Large late C18 building originally the Seven Statel 3 storeys antbasementred brick.
Parapet with pedimenshaped outline in the centre portion above the centre window bay.
Circle of oramental bricks in the tympanum of this pediment. Stéogrse above

eachfloor. 7 windows including 2 curved bays of 3 windows each on all floors. Glazing bars
intact. Centre 1st floor window rourteaded. Centre 2nd floor window circular. 5 semi
circularstepsleading up to the doorway. Deep round hood over the doorway, its frieze
enriched and with dentilled cornice. Rectangular fanlightwelte hood. 4 panel double

doors. Modern addition in neGeorgian style to the south containing 2 storeys and 3

windows. Ground floor addition of 2 windows to the northisting NGR: TQ7497156185

2.2 The sitas located close to a number of archaeological sites which are identified on the
KCCHER databagéout 100m to the East poshedieval boundary ditches have been found
(TQ 75 NE 390). Just to the south of TQ 75 NE 390 an W\WtHrdnditch is known (TQ57

NE 148) and about 180m SSE RorABritish urns were found (TQ 75 NE 44). About 200m to
the south dug out canoes were found in 1720 (TQ 75 NE#@&)development of the site has
been recorded in the Ordnance Survey plans and form part of this reldéP(-7).

2.3 The British Geological Society (BGS 1995) shows that the PDA (Proposed Development
Area) is set on bedrock geologyHfthe FormationSandstone & Limestone interbedded
Superficial deposits amot recorded. The NGR to centre of sité®1971 15615and the OD

height is abouOm in the centre of the sitéFigure 1)

2.4 On the basis of the present archaeological information. KCCHC adMsingtone
Borough Council recommended that the proposedw#opment should be subject to a

programme obuilding recordingn order to clarify the aiaitecturalelements within the site


https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.ExploringKentsPast.Web.Sites.Public/SingleResult.aspx?uid=TKE600
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.ExploringKentsPast.Web.Sites.Public/SingleResult.aspx?uid=TKE568
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.ExploringKentsPast.Web.Sites.Public/SingleResult.aspx?uid=TKE207
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.ExploringKentsPast.Web.Sites.Public/SingleResult.aspx?uid=TKE128
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.ExploringKentsPast.Web.Sites.Public/SingleResult.aspx?uid=TKE603
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.ExploringKentsPast.Web.Sites.Public/SingleResult.aspx?uid=TKE585
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.ExploringKentsPast.Web.Sites.Public/SingleResult.aspx?uid=TKE573

2.6 Statutory Designation

Thebuildingsare listed as a Grade Il listed building with main construction periods 1767 to

1974 and the KCC HER number is TQ 75 NW 223
2.7 Significance of the Buildirgy

The gjnificance of the bildingsis that they illustra¢ the development of auilding withlater

impressve architectural detailbut the main builddating from themid-18" century.
2.8 Setting

The PDA (Proposed Deupment Area) comprisadetached main building, ancillary buildings

and car parkingnd these areas have been mapped and are attagréglres 19).
2.9 HistoricMapping Background

2.9.1 TheOrdnance Survey plan of 1871 shows the original building set in a wooded landscape

with a path shown to the front door and two bay windows facing east (MAP 1).

2.9.2 The Ordnance Survey plan of 1897 shows that the surrounding land has been cleared of
trees and with two new build brick buildingNR2 y (i A y 3 vadd3iBeé Qréenhadds R
(MAP 2).

2.9.3 The Ordnance Survey plan of 1929 show that the two bay windows have been removed
and the large greenhouse replaced with what may be another building oligermurt (MAP
3).

2.9.4The KCCHER Ordnance Survey plan of 1929 shows the archaeological activity around the
site including Roman burials to the sotghst (MAP 4).

2.9.5 The Ordnance Survey plan of 1932 again show no bay windows on the east facing facade
(MAP 5) as does the Ordnance Survey plan of 1936 (MAP 7).

2.9.6 The aerial photograph of 1940 may show two bay windows on the east facade (AP 1)
and the aerial photograph of 1960 certainly does (AP 2) as do the aerial photographs of 1990
and 2006 (APs 3).



3. DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING
3.1 External

Theoriginalbuilding isa brick builtthree storey building withcellars Built of red brik laid in

a stretcher bondthe frontage is architecturally impressive with a ground floor central
doorwayaccessed by five stone seniicular steps to a foupanel double doowith a deep
round timber hood with frieze andbovea glazed rectangular fanlight. Above the doorveay
round headedirst floor timber window with glazing bars and above the white pathstring
course asecondfloor circular timber window within a circle of ornamental bricks in the

tympanum capped with a pediment shaped moulding painted wiiiates 213).

3.2 Either side of the central doorwaye a three-storey curvedred brickbuilt bay with a
white painted string course above each windawth three double hung sash windowath

stone cilllighting each flooPlates 1113).
3.3 Each bay has a ground level light pit and window to light the céi&ate 12)

3.4 To the right of theriginalbayfrontage is a modern extension again with a white painted
plinth and built of brickn a stretcher bond with two stringer courses, six double hung sash

windows and with a slate hipped ro@®late 13)

3.5 Thefacadeto the left is part of theoriginal buildas an additional bay with six double hung
sash windows to the front, two windows to the sidad built of rubbed red brick set in a
Flemish bond with a stringer brick course, a white painted string course and a carved stone

stringcourse(Platess-9).

3.6. To the south facing side of the original building can be seen a brick built chimney stack
set on a stone corbelled base and to the left the join with the modern extension with the
originalbrick build set in Flemish Bond and thetdr extension in a different coloured brick

set in a cavity wall Stretcher Boilate 20).

3.7 The soutliacingtwo storeymodern buildis an office block built after 1936 (MAP 7) and
before 1940 (AP1). The nortind west faing office blocks are of the sameulid with a

modernstaircasean the north-westcorner(Figures 3. Plates4, 16, 17, 18, 19



3.8 Internal

The building is accessedrough the main doorway in the centre of the norefast faing
elaborate facade (Plates29, 30, 3). The main internal entrance area is dominatetly a
splayed timberbuilt starcasewith elaborate newel posts but somewhat marred bwo
square later build steel columns boxed in timtmrt enhanced by &Hrt decdXstyle timber
banded with centrénorizontal band in \&lnut Burr veneedesk(Plates 29, 30, 31To the |&
awhite painted four panelledioor leadsto a fine room with a moulded plaster ceiling (Plates
43, 44,45) and with tlhree sash windows looking the north-eastand a single sh window
looking to the soutkeast and with original internatdme withwhite paintedpanelled timber
shutters (Plates41, 42, 43, 44).The othe modern dwr located to the right of the room
entranceleads to a small storeroomind another dooin the storeroomleads to theattached

modern office block (Platg2).

3.9 Retracing our steps to the reception agga turning right through a modern door to the
front bay room we have modern officstorage andoilets anddisabled toiletsn this modern
block(Plate47).

3.10 The main staircase leads to a landing with two staircases, one to thewesttand one
to the northreag (Plate 35nd behind and opposite the main entrance is a fine staineskgla

window daingto 19(2 (Plates36-40).

3.11. This staircase leads to ttveo second floorooms of the original buildingoth used as
offices and storage areasléi®es50-51) and another staircase leads to the third floor room in

the original build (Plate 52).

3.12 The later build office blockse open spaces and have stripped out ready for conversion
(Platess2-57).



4.0 PARAMETERS

4.1 The photographic survey wasnducted using digital photogpaily and a site survey
undertaken by Dr Pawilkinson MJfA on 5" May 2023.

4.2 This work didhot include any investigation of below ground archaeology. Suatk o
administered separately by SWAT Archaeology to a WSkprdpfor the Local Planning
Authority.

Dr Paul Wilkinson PhD., MCIfA. 3/&RMember IHBC

IHBC

~INSTITUTE - OF - HISTORIC -
BUILDING - CONSERVATION

5. References
Historic England2017 UnderstandingHistoricBuildings:a guideto goodrecordingpractice

SWAT Archaeology 2B3pecification for an Archatgical Building Recording &l London

Road, Maidstone, Kent



Appendix 1HISTORIBUILDINGSURVEY:

Summary Sheet

PropertyName Address BuildingName

Medway House 81 London Road, Fanum House now call
Maidstone Medway House

Property/ BuildingReference OS Grid Reference | Surveyor/Dateof Survey
629755 164915 SWAT Archaeolod/05/2023

Category Original Use Current Use

Residential/office building Residential Empty officebuilding

Date(s)of Construction Statutory Designation | HERReference

The present building dates fron| Grade Il Listed TQ 75 NW 223

about 17671974

Walling Materials Roofing Materials Flooring Materials

Wall constructionis brick Slate tiles Wooden floors

Description:

81 London Road is Grade Il listed. Whilst originally listed as Fanum Houlseildney has
been renamed to Medway House; and it is currently vacant but last used as offices. TH
main building is a large, late C18 building; and the listing description notes that it was
formerly built as the Seven Stars HotBle building ha s been subject to numerous

extensions and alterations, but the front historic core retains internal features such as
plaster coving and details, doors/architraves and a fine staircase.

Architectural/Historic Significance: LandscapeSignificance:

Thebuildingis significantas part of Maidstonehistory No significance

Notes/Qualifications Regardin§urvey:

Thesurvey was udertaken whilst the buildings &as empty

Additional Information Sourcedor this Building(s):

Copies& CDs of this report held at:
SWAT Archaeoty, The Office, School Farm Oast, Faversham
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Figure 1. OS plan

Figure 2. Sitplan

Figure 3. Site as existing (May 2023)
Figure 4. Ground floor

Figure 5. First floor

Figure 6. Attic or Third floor

Figure 7Basement

Figure 8.Ground floor detailing

Figure 9. First floor detailing

Plate 1. Aerial photograph (2022)

Plate 2. Historic view of facade (2011)

Plate 3. Front facade (2023)

Plate 4 North-east facade and to the left the later two storey build
Plate 5.Close view nortleast facade

Plate 6.Ground view northeast facade and view of later extension (left)
Plate 7.Ground view nortkeast facade

Plate 8.Sash windows nortleast facade

Plate 9 Detall of left corner of frontage facade

Plate 10Brick detail®of corner built with splayed bricks set with Flemish Bond courses
Plate 11 Front entrance (1m scale)

Plate 12 Frontage detail (1m scale)

Plate 13Main frontage with later build to the right (1m scale)

Plate 14 Later build to the right of original bdiing to the left (1m scale)
Plate 15Window detail (1m scale)

Plate 16 Later northwest build (1m scale)
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Plate 17 Detail of later northwest build (1m scale)

Plate 18Later northwest build (1m scale)

Plate 19Later northwest build (1m scale)

Plate 20Detail of later soutkeast build to the left and red arrow marks the join
Plate 21 View of internal courtyard (looking nortbast)

Plate 22 View of internal courtyard (looking NNE)

Plate 23 Ground floor view of internal courtyard (looking NNE)

Plate 25 Courtyard view of rear of original build 1m scale (looking nexbkt)
Plate 26 View of round window in original build with details (1m scale)

Plate 27 External view of rear facade of original build with stained glass window dated to
1902

Plate 28View of rear double doors with stained glass fanlight (1m scale)
Plate 29 View of entrance hall and desk (looking scmtbst) 1m scale
Plate 30View of entrance hall and desk (looking west) 1m scale

Plate 31View of stairs in entrance hall. 1scale

Plate 32View of stairs in entrance hall. 1m scale

Plate 33View of stairs in entrance hall. 1m scale

Plate 34 Detail of stairs in entrance hall. 1m scale

Plate 35View of stairs landing in entrance hall. 1m scale

Plate 36View of staircase lehng to entrance hall and stained glass window in rear wall
Plate 37 Detail of stained glass window

Plate 38 Detail of stained glass window

Plate 39Detail of stained glass window

Plate 40Detail of stained glass window

Plate 41 View of southeast coner office in original build (1m scale)

Plate 42 Plaster decoration with ceiling rose, coving, cornice and panel moulding
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Plate 43Detail of plaster ceiling mouldings

Plate 44 Detail of plaster ceiling rose

Plate 45Detail of plaster ceiling moulding

Plate 46 Detail of plaster ceiling moulding

Plate 47 North-west room in the original build

Plate 48 Stair landing in original build with stained glass window beyond 1m scale
Plate 49View of stair landing (looking nortivest)

Plate 50.Third floor offce room (looking nortkeast) 1m scale
Plate 51 Third floor office room (looking norteast) 1m scale
Plate 52 Later build office space (looking nor#ast)

Plate 53 Later build office space (looking soutfest)

Plate 54 Later build office space (loolgmorth-west)

Plate 55 Later build office space (looking soutfest)

Plate 56 Later build office space (looking soutrest)

Plate 57 Later build office space (looking nor#fast)

Plate 58 Staircase in later build office space

Plate 59 View of ancillay buildings situated NW of main building
Plate 60View of ancillary buildings situated NW of main building
Plate 61View of ancillary buildings situated NW of main building

Plate 62View of ancillary buildings situated NW of main building
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Figure 10rdnance Survey plan okisting sitdocation
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Figure 3. Site as existing (May 2023)
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Figure 4. Ground floor
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Figure 8. Ground floor detailing
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Plate 2 Historic view of faadewith later build to the righ{Google Street Vie®011)
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Plate 3. Font facadeand later build to the righ{May 2023)

Plate 4 North-eastfacade and to théeft the later two storey build
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Plate 5 Close viemorth-east facade

Plate 6.Ground viewnorth-east facade and view of later extensi@eft)

23



Plate 7.Ground viewnorth-east facade

Plate 8.Sash windowsorth-eastfacade
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Plate 10Brick details of corner built with splayed bricks with Flemish Bond courses
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Plate 11 Front entrance (1m scale)
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Plate 12 Frontage detail (1m scale)

Plate 13Main frontage with later build to the right (1m scale)
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Plate 14 Later build to the right of original building to the left (1m scale)

Plate 15Window detail (1m scale)
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Plate 16 Later northwest build (1m scale)

Plate 17 Detail of later northwest build (1m scale)
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Plate 18Later northwest build (1m scale)

Plate 19L ater northwest build (1m scale)
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Plate 20Detail of later soutkeastbuild to the left and red arrow marks the join

Plate 21View of internal cottyard (looking northeast)
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Plate 22 View of internal courtyard (looking NNE)

Plate 23 Ground floor view of internal courtyarahd to the right the original builflooking NNE)
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