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Historic Building Recording at St Lawrence College, College 

Road, Ramsgate in Kent  
 

Summary 

SWAT Archaeology has been commissioned to carry out a programme of phased historic 

building recording on part of the College estate which has planning permission for 

demolition/redevelopment.  

The site is currently occupied by a number of buildings associated with the sites use as a 

College.  

The site is of some significance due to its age, interesting features and historic development.  

It was therefore required that a detailed record be made of some of the buildings on the 

site, prior to their redevelopment or demolition. This would serve to mitigate the negative 

effects of the redevelopment/demolition of the buildings by ‘preservation by record’. 

The following buildings and structures have been identified for recording in the SWAT 

Building Recording Specification issued in 2021: 

 

2. Design Technology Building 

3. Biology Department Building 

4. Science Building 

5. Grounds and Maintenance Building 

6. No.36 College Road 

9. Grounds Store 

11. Store 

12. No.38 (Upper and Lower) College Road 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 

 

1.1.1 SWAT Archaeology was commissioned by St Lawrence College to carry out a 

programme of historic building recording at St Lawrence College which is centred on 

National Grid Reference TR 38063 66142 (hereafter ‘the Site’ or ‘PDA’). 

 

1.1.2 The Site (Figure 1) is currently occupied by a wide range of buildings and structures, 

areas of hard-standing and grassland. The buildings on the Site were constructed in various 

phases and materials in association with the school, and more recently a maintenance, 

training and support facility for St Lawrence College.  

The Site is situated on a Proposed Development Area (PDA) for a housing development and 

is triangular in shape and covers about 4 hectares. The northern side of the PDA is bounded 

by the Ramsgate to Broadstairs Railway line which is carried on an earth embankment. The 

southern border of the PDA is College Road, the west border by tennis courts and the east 

by the adjacent playing fields of Newlands School. 

1.1.3 The development proposals for the Site, for which planning permission has been 

granted on 20th January 2017 by Thanet District Council (TH/15/1303) are for: 

The erection of 166 no. dwellings with associated open space and parking provision 

following the demolition of the existing buildings. 

 

Two conditions of archaeological works were attached to the Planning Decision 

Notice and they were: 

 

(21) No development shall take place until the applicant, or their agents or successors in 

title, has secured the implementation of: 

(i) archaeological field evaluation works in accordance with a specification and written 

timetable which has first been submitted and approved in writing by the Local Planning 

Authority; and 

(ii) following on from the evaluation, any safeguarding measures to ensure preservation in 

situ of important archaeological remains and/or further archaeological investigation and 
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The eastern side of the valley forms a steep bank along the eastern side of the site and may 

have been partially excavated either during brick earth extraction in the 19th and early 20th 

centuries or during the construction of the railway embankment in the 1920’s. 

A north south aligned depression is visible in the centre of the playing fields at the base of 

the valley indicating the location of the 19th/20th century brickfields. 

Discussion information from: Land at College Road, St Lawrence College, Ramsgate, Kent. 

Archaeological Desk Based Assessment. Trust for Thanet Archaeology 2015). 

 

 

19.  ARCHIVE 

19.1 Preparation and Deposition 

 

19.1.1 The Site archive, to include all project records, will be prepared in accordance with 

Guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives for long-term storage (UKIC 1990). 

On completion of the project SWAT Archaeology will arrange for the archive to be deposited 

with the appropriate repository (to be advised). Any alternative arrangements will be 

agreed with the County Archaeologist and the Local Planning Authority. 

 

19.1.2 The historic building record archive will include: 

• hard copy of the report 

• pdf copy of the report  

• full photographic record with photographic registers 

• hard copies of the floor plans at 1:100 (or other appropriate scale) 

• hard copies of any sections and any elevations at 1:100 

• field notes and sketches 

 

19.1.3 Following approval of the report, SWAT Archaeology will provide the Kent Historic 

Environment Record (HER) with copies of all reports in both hard copy and digital format. 

 

19.1.4 Upon completion of the on-site programme of historic building recording SWAT 

Archaeology will supply the Kent HER with a completed HER form. 
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20. Copyright 

 

20.1.1 The full copyright of the written/illustrative archive relating to the Site will be 

retained by SWAT Archaeology under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all 

rights reserved. The designated repository, however, will be granted an exclusive licence for 

the use of the archive for educational purposes, including academic research, providing that 

such use shall be non-on-profit making, and conforms to the Copyright and Related Rights 

regulations 2003. 
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Plate 1. Design Technology Building front entrance (looking north) 
 

 
Plate 2. Close up of front entrance (looking north) 



 
Plate 3. Front and west elevation (looking NE) 
 
 

 
Plate 4. West elevation south end (looking NE) 



  
Plate 5. West elevation (looking NE) 
 

 
Plate 6. West elevation window detail 
 
 



 

 
Plate 7. North and west elevation (looking SE) 
 

 
Plate 8. North elevation (looking south) 
 



 

 
Plate 9. East elevation north end (looking west) 
 

 
Plate 10. Door detail east elevation (looking west) 
 



 

 
Plate 11. Window detail east elevation (looking west) 
 

 
Plate 12. Door, window and roof detail (looking west) 



 
Plate 13. Aerial view with Design Technology Building on right 
 

 
Plate 14. Aerial view south elevation (looking north) 
 
 
 




